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Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, '+ one God, who makes all things new,
whose mercy endures forever. Amen.
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin.

Holy One, source of our renewal,

we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free ourselves.

We have not practiced your righteousness.

Our hearts have turned away from you.

For the sake of the world you so love, forgive us,

that we may be reconciled to one another for the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

Thus says our God: “The former things have come to pass and new things | now
declare.” God’s mercy makes us new. We are forgiven in the name of * Christ our
Savior. Amen.

Opening Hymn We Come to the Hungry Feast WOV 766
We come to the hungry feast, hungry for a word of peace

To hungry hearts unsatisfied the love of God is not denied

We come we come to the hungry feast



We come to the hungry feast, hungry for a world released
from hungry folk of every kind the poor in body, poor in mind
We come we come to the hungry feast

We come to the hungry feast, hungry that the hunger cease
And knowing though we eat our fill the hunger will stay with us still
We come, we come to the hungry feast

Greeting

Prayer of the Day

Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us.
Summon us into your light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that
come through the cross of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Children’s Message

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 9:1-4
'There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former

time [the LorRD] brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of
Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land
beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. °The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light
has shined. *You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they
rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing
plunder. “For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod
of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

Psalm Psalm 27
Nathan C George and Family

New Testament Reading 1 Corinthians 1:10-18
'“Now | appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that
you be united in the same mind and the same purpose. *'For it has been reported
to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you, my brothers and



sisters. *?What | mean is that each of you says, “l belong to Paul,” or “l belong to
Apollos,” or “l belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” *Has Christ been
divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of

Paul? *l thank God that | baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, °so that
no one can say that you were baptized in my name. ‘(1 did baptize also the
household of Stephanas; beyond that, | do not know whether | baptized anyone
else.) *For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not
with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its
power. ®For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

Gospel Acclamation
Listen, listen, God is calling through the Word inviting, offering forgiveness,
comfort, and joy.

Gospel Matthew 4:12-23
2Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to

Galilee. *He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the
territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, **so that what had been spoken through the
prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: *>“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road
by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— *°the people who sat in
darkness have seen a great light, and for those who sat in the region and shadow
of death light has dawned.” ’From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent,
for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” ®As he walked by the Sea of Galilee,
he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting
a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. °And he said to them, “Follow me,
and | will make you fish for people.” *Immediately they left their nets and
followed him. ?!As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of
Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending
their nets, and he called them. ??Immediately they left the boat and their father,
and followed him. **Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues
and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and
every sickness among the people.

Sermon



Hymn of the Day Will You Come and Follow Me ELW 798
Will you come and follow me if | but call your name?

Will you go where you don't know and never be the same?

Will you let my love be shown? Will you let my name be known,

will you let my life be grown in you and you in me?

Will you let the blinded see if | but call your name?

Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same?
Will you kiss the leper clean and do such as this unseen,
and admit to what | mean in you and you in me?

Will you love the "you" you hide if | but call your name?

Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same?

Will you use the faith you've found to reshape the world around,
through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me?

Apostles’ Creed

Prayers of Intercession Merciful God, receive our prayer
Peace

Offering

Doxology

Offering Prayer

Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free.
Receive these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power,
and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. You we magnify and adore,
through Jesus our Savior, Amen.

Words of Institution

On the night...remembering, therefore, Christ’s life, death, resurrection, and

ascension, we await his coming in glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love,
O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and



blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all
honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Communion Distribution
Post Communion Blessing

Prayer after Communion

Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this
table. Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with
you. Amen.

Blessing
The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s rod

+ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, today and always. Amen.

Sending Hymn You Are the Seed WOV 753
You are the seed that will grow a new sprout; you’re a star that will shine in the
night; you are the yeast and a small grain of salt, a beacon to glow in the dark.
You are the dawn that will bring a new day; you’re the wheat that will bear golden
grain; you are a sting and a soft, gentle touch, to witness wherever you go.
(refrain)

Go, my friends, go to the world, proclaiming the great love of God, messengers to
tell the way of life, peace and pardon for all. Be, my friends, a loyal witness, from
the dead Christ arose; "Lo, I'll be with you forevermore, till the end of the world."
You are the flame that will lighten the dark, so resplendent with hope, faith, and
love; you are the shepherds to lead the whole world to waters and pastures of
peace. You are the friends that | chose for myself, you’re the word that | want to
proclaim. You are the new reign of God built on rock where justice and truth are
at home. (refrain)

You are the life that will nurture the plant; you’re the waves in a turbulent sea;
yesterday’s yeast is beginning to rise, a new loaf of bread it will yield.

There is no place for a city to hide, there’s no mountain can cover its might;

let your light shine so that your loving works give honor and glory to God. (refrain)



Dismissal

Go in peace. Follow the ways of Jesus.
Thanks be to God!



