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Prelude Hallelujah Evelyn Bauer
Welcome

Entrance Hymn Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful LBW 45
Oh, come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant!
Oh, come ye, oh, come ye to Bethlehem;

Come and behold him born the king of angels:
Refrain:

Oh, come, let us adore him, oh, come, let us adore him,
Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

The highest, most holy, light of light eternal,
Born of a virgin, a mortal he comes;

Son of the Father now in flesh appearing! Refrain
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!

Glory to God in the highest: Refrain

Call to Worship Litany and Candle Lighting

This is a season of hope...we wait in hope. [light the first candle]
This is a season of peace...we wait in peace. [light the second candle]
This is the season of love...we wait in love. [light the third candle]
This is the season of joy...We wait in joy. [light the fourth candle]



Order of Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who sends the word with angels,

who is made flesh among all peoples, and who breathes peace on all the earth.
Amen.

In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace.

Silence is kept for reflection

Holy God, we confess our sin before you. We replace compassion with
competition. We seek what is mighty while ignoring the meek. We are quick
to anger but slow to forgive. We have not put on love in harmony with you.
Wrap us in the grace of your powerful Word. Swaddle our hearts with your
peace, that all we do, in word or deed, may reflect your love born among us.
Amen.

I bring you good news of great joy for all people:

Jesus is born...God’s gift to all the world! [light the fifth candle)

God has come among us in the child born of Mary, Christ the Lord.

+ In Christ your sins are forgiven and you are clothed in peace.

Amen.

Hymn Hark! The Herald Angels Sing LBW 60
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king;

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled.”

Joyful, all you nations, rise; join the triumph of the skies;

With angelic hosts proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!”

Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of righteousness!

Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with healing in his wings. Mild he lays his
glory by, born that we no more may die, born to raise each child of earth,
born to give us second birth. Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the
newborn king!”

Greeting

Prayer of the Day

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true
Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence
and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

Children’s Message



Old Testament Reading Isaiah 9:2-7
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a
land of deep darkness — on them light has shined. You have multiplied the
nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the
harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken
as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the
garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has
been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he
is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with
justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The
zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 96
1Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LoRrD, all the earth.

>Sing to the LorD, bless the name of the LorD; proclaim God’s salvation

from day to day. *Declare God’s glory among the nations and God’s wonders
among all peoples. “For great is the LoRD and greatly to be praised, more to be
feared than all gods. °As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; but
you, O LorD, have made the heavens. °Majesty and magnificence are in your
presence; power and splendor are in your sanctuary. ’Ascribe to the LorD, you
families of the peoples, ascribe to the LorD honor and power. éAscribe to

the Lorp the honor due the holy name; bring offerings and enter the courts of
the Lorp. “Worship the LorD in the beauty of holiness; tremble before

the Lorp, all the earth. *Tell it out among the nations: “The Lorb is king! The
one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved will judge the
peoples with equity.” Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the
sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all that is therein.
2Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your coming, O Lorp, for
you come to judge the earth. 3You will judge the world with righteousness
and the peoples with your truth.

New Testament Reading Titus 2:11-14
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to
renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that
are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and
the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is
who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify
for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be the God.



Gospel Acclamation (Tune: We Three Kings of Orient Are refrain)
O Word of God speak to us now. Stir within us, show us how,
to wait with patient eager longing, til we at the manger bow.

Gospel Luke 2:1-20
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world
should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while
Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered.
Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family
of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and
who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to
deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them
in the inn. In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping
watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them,
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the
angel said to them, ""Do not be afraid; for see I am bringing you good news of
great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,
who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, "'Glory to
God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors.
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, ""Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place,
which the Lord has made known to us." So they went with haste and found
Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they
made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it
were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these
words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

Sermon

Hymn O Little Town of Bethlehem LBW 41
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! Above thy deep and
dreamless sleep the silent stars go by, yet in thy dark streets shineth the
everlasting light. The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.
For Christ is born of Mary, and, gathered all above while mortals sleep, the
angels keep their watch of wond’ring love. O morning stars, together proclaim
the holy birth, and praises sing to God the king, and peace to all the earth! O
holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; Cast out our sin, and enter in,



be born in us today. We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
oh, come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel!

Prayers of Intercession
Peace
Offering

Offering Prayer

Gracious God, your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth.

As we offer ourselves and these your gifts, prepare us to receive the grace and
truth you offer at this table and renew in us the song of your salvation,

in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

Thanksgiving at the Table

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to
you, Almighty God, creator of heaven and earth. You created light out of
darkness and brought forth life on the earth. You formed us in your image and
breathed into us the breath of life. When we turned away, and our love failed,
your love remained steadfast. You delivered us from captivity, made covenant
to be our sovereign God, and spoke to us through your prophets. In the fullness
of time you gave your only Son Jesus Christ to be our Savior, and at his birth
the angels sang glory to you in the highest and peace to your people on earth.
Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. As Mary and Joseph went
from Galilee to Bethlehem and there found no room, so Jesus went from Galilee
to Jerusalem and was despised and rejected. As in the poverty of a stable Jesus
was born, so by the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection you gave
birth to your Church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death. As your Word
became flesh, born of woman, on that night long ago, so, on the night in which
he gave himself up for us...Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and
on these gifts of bread and wine. Make them be for us the body and blood of
Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.
By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in
ministry to all the world, until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his
heavenly banquet. Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your
holy Church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever.
Amen.



Lord’s Prayer

Let us pray with confidence the prayer that Jesus taught us...

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Communion Distribution

It does not matter the church you attend or the denomination to which you
belong. The grace & forgiveness offered in the body & blood of Christ is for
YOU! Come! All are welcome!

Post Communion Blessing

Prayer after Communion

We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, God with us, in these gifts of bread
and wine. As we have shared this feast of love, strengthen us to share your love
with all the world. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

The Gospel of the Incarnation John 1:1-14
(Candles are lit as the scripture is read)

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through
him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being
in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man sent from
God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that
all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to
testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into
the world. He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet
the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people
did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he
gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the
will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh
and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only
son, full of grace and truth.



Hymn of Light Silent Night, Holy Night! LBW 65
Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright

Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild,

Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar, heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia!
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from your holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at your birth, Jesus, Lord, at your birth.

Blessing

May the Lord God, who has called you into the light, grant you the joy of the
angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, and the peace of the Christ Child. In the
name of Almighty God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

The candles are extinguished.

Sending Hymn Joy to the World LBW 39
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive its King;

Let ev’ry heart prepare him room and heav’n and nature sing.

and heav’n and nature sing. And heav’n, and heav’n, and nature sing.
Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ,

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy.
repeat the sounding joy. Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy.

No more let sin and sorrow grow nor thorns infest the ground;

He comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found.

far as the curse is found. Far as, far as, the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness and wonders of his love.

and wonders of his love. And wonders, wonders of his love.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Share the joy of Christ!
Thanks be to God!



