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Welcome and Announcements  
 

  
Litany of Labor         By The Rev. Thomas L. Weitzel 
A. Let us pray to the Lord of all creation, from whom comes life and work and 
purpose. Almighty God, when you formed us lovingly out of the dust of the earth, 
you breathed into us the breath of life and gave us work and purpose for living. 
C. You placed Adam in the garden of Eden to till and keep it. 
A. Through our work, you made us co-creators with you, shaping the world in 
which we live. 
C. You gave dignity to our labor by sending your Son to labor with us. 
A. By our labor, you enrich the world. 
C. By our labor, we enjoy the fruits of creation.  
A. By our labor, we find direction and purpose. 
C. By our labor, our families are made secure. 



A. For providing varieties of work and for blessing us by our labor: 
C. We give you thanks, O Lord. 
A. For those who plow the field and those who make the plow; for farmers and 
farm workers, for steelworkers and machinists; for those who work with their 
hands and those who move the earth: C. We give you thanks, O Lord. 
A. For those who tend the sick and those who seek new cures; for doctors and 
nurses, for scientists and technicians; for those who keep notes and those who 
transcribe: C. We give you thanks, O Lord. 
A. For those who think and those who create; for inventors and explorers, for 
artists and musicians; for those who write books and those who entertain: 
C. We give you thanks, O Lord.  
A. For those who work in offices and those who work in warehouses; for 
secretaries and receptionists, for stockers and bookkeepers; for those who 
market products and for those who move them: C. We give you thanks, O Lord. 
A. For those who inspire our minds and those who motivate us; for teachers and 
preachers, for public servants and religious servants; those who help the poor and 
those who work with our children: C. We give you thanks, O Lord. 
A. For those whose labor is tidiness and cleanliness; for janitors and sanitary 
workers, for drycleaners and maids; for those who produce cleaning products and 
those who use them: C. We give you thanks, O Lord. 
A. For those who sail the waves and those who fly the skies; for captains and 
attendants, for astronauts and deep sea divers; for those who chart and those 
who navigate: C. We give you thanks, O Lord. 
A. For those who now rest in their retirement after years of hard work:  
C. We give you thanks for the vocations they held and the difference they made.  
A. You bless us all with skills and gifts for labor. 
C. You provide us opportunities to use them, for the benefit of others as well as 
ourselves. 
A. Guard and protect those who labor in the world.  
C. Bless the work of our hands, O Lord.  
A. Look kindly upon the unemployed and the disabled. 
C. Give health to the sick, hope to the bereaved. 
A. Keep us from laboring only for greed. 
C. Make us loving and responsible in all that we do. 
P. Creator Lord, you are the source of all wisdom and purpose, you are the 
blessing of those who labor. Be with us in our labor to guide and govern our 
world. Give all men and women work that enhances human dignity and bonds 



us to one another. Give us pride in our work, a fair return for our labor, and joy 
in knowing that our work finds its source in you; through your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. C. Amen 
 
Opening Hymn      Arise, Your Light Has Come WOV 652 
Arise, your light has come! The Spirit’s call obey;  
show forth the glory of your God which shines on you today.  
 
Arise, your light has come! Fling wide the prison door;  
Proclaim the captive’s liberty, good tidings to the poor.  
 
Arise, your light has come! All you in sorrow born,  
Bind up the brokenhearted ones and comfort those who mourn.  
 
Arise, your light has come! The mountains burst in song! Rise up like eagles on the 
wing, God’s power will make us strong.  
      
Greeting 
 
Prayer of the Day  
Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in all our 

works, begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and 

finally, by your mercy, bring us to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Children’s Message 
 

1st Reading                             Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
15See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16If you 
obey the commandments of the LORD your God that I am commanding you today, 
by loving the LORD your God, walking in his ways, and observing his 
commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become 
numerous, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land that you are entering 
to possess. 17But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray 
to bow down to other gods and serve them, 18I declare to you today that you shall 
perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter 
and possess. 19I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set 



before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your 
descendants may live, 20loving the LORD your God, obeying him, and holding fast 
to him; for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the 
land that the LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to 
Jacob. 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
 

Psalm                 Psalm 1 
1Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, nor lingered 

in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 
2Their delight is in the law of the LORD, and they meditate on God’s teaching day 

and night.  
3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with 

leaves that do not wither; everything they do shall prosper. 
4It is not so with the wicked; they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 
5Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, nor the 

sinner in the council of the righteous. 
6For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked 

shall be destroyed.  

2nd Reading                          Philemon 1-21 
1Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To Philemon our dear 
friend and co-worker, 2to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier, and to 
the church in your house: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 4When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my 
God 5because I hear of your love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord 
Jesus. 6I pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective when you 
perceive all the good that we may do for Christ. 7I have indeed received much joy 
and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the saints have been 
refreshed through you, my brother. 8For this reason, though I am bold enough in 
Christ to command you to do your duty, 9yet I would rather appeal to you on the 
basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old man, and now also as a prisoner of 
Christ Jesus. 10I am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have 
become during my imprisonment. 11Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is 
indeed useful both to you and to me. 12I am sending him, that is, my own heart, 
back to you. 13I wanted to keep him with me, so that he might be of service to me 
in your place during my imprisonment for the gospel; 14but I preferred to do 



nothing without your consent, in order that your good deed might be voluntary 
and not something forced. 15Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you 
for a while, so that you might have him back forever, 16no longer as a slave but 
more than a slave, a beloved brother—especially to me but how much more to 
you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 17So if you consider me your partner, 
welcome him as you would welcome me. 18If he has wronged you in any way, or 
owes you anything, charge that to my account. 19I, Paul, am writing this with my 
own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even your own 
self. 20Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my 
heart in Christ. 21Confident of your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that 
you will do even more than I say. 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
 

Gospel                Luke 14:25-33 
25Now large crowds were traveling with Jesus and he turned and said to 

them, 26“Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and 

children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my 

disciple. 27Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my 

disciple. 28For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and 

estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? 29Otherwise, 

when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to 

ridicule him, 30saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ 31Or 

what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first and 

consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes 

against him with twenty thousand? 32If he cannot, then, while the other is still far 

away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. 33So therefore, none 

of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.” 

Sermon 
           
Hymn of the Day           As the Grains of Wheat WOV 705 
(refrain) 
As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill were gathered into one to 
become our bread so may all your people from all the ends of earth be gathered 
into one in you 
 



As this cup of blessing is shared within our midst may we share the presence of 
your love (refrain) 
 
Let this be a foretaste of all that is to come when all creation shares this feast 
with you (refrain)  
 
Apostles’ Creed  
 
Prayers of Intercession  
 
Peace 
 
Offering               
 
Doxology  
 
Offering Prayer  
Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to 
the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in 
this meal. Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the 
world. Amen. 
 
Words of Institution 
On the night…remembering, therefore, Jesus’ life, death, resurrection, and 
ascension, we await his coming again in glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your 
love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and 
blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all 
honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.  
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
Let us pray with confidence the prayer that Jesus taught us… 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 



Communion Distribution 
 
Post Communion Blessing  
  
Post Communion Prayer   
Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table food that is abundant life. 
As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to go out into 
classrooms and workplaces, offices and fields, volunteer sites and our own 
homes hungry only to love the world. In your name we pray. Amen. 
 
Blessing 
May God be on your mind, in your heart, on your left and on your right as you go 
from this place to let your light shine.  
 
Sending Hymn                              Love Divine, All Love Excelling LBW 315 
Love divine, all love excelling, joy of heaven to earth come down,  
Fix in us thy humble dwelling, all thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesus thou art all compassion pure, unbounded love thou art;  
visit us with thy salvation, enter every trembling heart.  
 
Come, Almighty, to deliver, let us all thy life receive. 
Suddenly return, and never, nevermore they temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy hosts above, 
pray, and praise thee without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love. 
 
Finish then thy new creation, pure and spotless let us be;  
Let us see thy great salvation perfectly restored in thee. 
Changed from glory into glory, till in heaven we take our place.  
Till we cast our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love and praise.  
 
Dismissal   Go in peace with Christ beside you. Thanks be to God! 
  
 
 
 
 

 


