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Thanksgiving for Baptism

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are raised with him to new life.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in your image
and planted us in a well-watered garden.

In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched,

and you gave us water from the rock.

When we did not know the way,

you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters.

At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side,

and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life.

We praise you for your salvation through water,

for the water in this font, and for all water everywhere.

Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love.

Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give.

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.



Entrance Hymn Baptized in Water WOV 693
Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit cleansed by the blood of Christ our king;
heirs of salvation, trusting his promise, faithfully now God's praise we sing.

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, dead in the tomb with Christ our king;
one with his rising, freed and forgiven thankfully now God's praise we sing.

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, marked with the sign of Christ our king;
born of one Father, we are his children, joyfully now God's praise we sing.

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

Prayer of the Day

Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and
revealed him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit
faithful in your service, that we may rejoice to be called children of God,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Children’s Message

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 43:1-7
'But now thus says the LorD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you,

O Israel: Do not fear, for | have redeemed you; | have called you by name, you are
mine. “When you pass through the waters, | will be with you; and through the
rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be
burned, and the flame shall not consume you. *For | am the LorD your God, the
Holy One of Israel, your Savior. | give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in
exchange for you. “Because you are precious in my sight, and honored, and | love
you, | give people in return for you, nations in exchange for your life. °Do not fear,
for | am with you; | will bring your offspring from the east, and from the west | will
gather you; °l will say to the north, “Give them up,” and to the south, “Do not
withhold; bring my sons from far away and my daughters from the end of the
earth—’everyone who is called by my name, whom | created for my glory, whom |
formed and made.”



Psalm Psalm 29
!Ascribe to the LoRrD, you gods, ascribe to the Lorp glory and strength.

?Ascribe to the LorD the glory due God’s name; worship the Lorb in the beauty of
holiness.

*The voice of the LorD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; the Lorb is
upon the mighty waters.

“The voice of the LoRrD is a powerful voice; the voice of the LoRrD is a voice of
splendor.

>The voice of the LorD breaks the cedar trees; the LorD breaks the cedars of
Lebanon;

®the LorD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
'The voice of the Lorp bursts forth in lightning flashes.

8The voice of the LorD shakes the wilderness; the LorD shakes the wilderness of
Kadesh.

*The voice of the LorD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare.
And in the temple of the Lorp all are crying, “Glory!”

“The Lorb sits enthroned above the flood; the LoRD sits enthroned asking
forevermore.

10 Lorb, give strength to your people; give them, O Lorb, the blessings of
peace.

New Testament Reading Acts 8:14-17
“Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word
of God, they sent Peter and John to them. **The two went down and prayed for
them that they might receive the Holy Spirit **(for as yet the Spirit had not come
upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord

Jesus). 'Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they received the
Holy Spirit.

Gospel Acclamation
In Him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.



Gospel Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
>As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their
hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, °John answered all of
them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than | is
coming; | am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit and fire. ’His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his
threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn
with unquenchable fire.” *’Now when all the people were baptized, and when
Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, *?and the
Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from
heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you | am well pleased.”

Sermon

Hymn of the Day We Were Baptized in Christ Jesus WOV 698
We were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized in his death; that as Christ
was raised victorious we might live a brand new life. And if we have been united
in a dreadful death like his, we will all be reunited for he lives.

In the water and the witness, in the breaking of the bread, in the waiting arms of
Jesus who is risen from the dead, God has made a new beginning, from the ashes
of our past; in the losing and the winning we hold fast.

Glory be to God the Father, glory be to Christ the Son, glory to the Holy Spirit,
ever three and ever one; as it was in the beginning, glory now resounds again in a
song that has no ending. Amen.



Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he
will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Hear us O God, Your mercy is great.

Peace
Offering

Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below
Praise God above ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost

Offering Prayer

Blessed are you, O God, Sovereign of the universe. You offer us new beginnings
and guide us on our journey. Lead us to your table, nourish us with this
heavenly food, and prepare us to carry your love to a hungry world, in the name
of Christ our light. Amen.

Words of Institution

On the night...remembering, therefore, Christ’s life, death, resurrection, and
ascension, we await his coming in glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love,
O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and
blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all
honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.



Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Communion Distribution
Post Communion Blessing

Prayer after Communion

Gracious God, we give you thanks for we have feasted on the abundance of your
house. Send us to bring good news and to proclaim your favor to all,
strengthened with the richness of your grace in your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Benediction

Sending Hymn Joy to the World LBW 39
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive its King;

Let ev'ry heart prepare him room and heav’n and nature sing.

and heav’'n and nature sing. And heav’n, and heav’n, and nature sing.

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy.
repeat the sounding joy. Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy.

No more let sin and sorrow grow nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found.
far as the curse is found. Far as, far as, the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness and wonders of his love.
and wonders of his love. And wonders, wonders of his love.



Dismissal The Work of Christmas by Howard Thurman
When the song of the angels is stilled

When the star in the sky is gone

When the kings and princes are home

When the shepherds are back with their flock

The work of Christmas begins

To find the lost, to heal the broken, to feed the hungry, to release the prisoner, to
rebuild the nations, to bring peace among others, to make music in the heart.

Go in peace to be the light of Christ for the world. Thanks be to God!



